N. C. CQTTON ACREAGE 
LOWEST SINCE 1871 


The area of cotton in cultivation 
on aaiiy “I> in North’ Carolina ‘was esti- 
mated at 475,000 acres. Such an acreage 
is 15 percent below the 557,000 acres for 
last year and 33 percent below the 10- 
year (1944-53) average of 711,000 acres. 
Assuming 10-year average abandonment of 
-1.3 percent, the area for harvest this 
year is calculated at 469,000 acres. 
This would be the smallest acreage of 
cotton harvested in North Carolina since 
Owl: (SeLeXCOTTON ET Fege (2 


PROSPECTIVE N. C. CORN 
PRODUCTION HIGHEST SINCE 1950 


Peported condition from growers as of 
HUIve sind cates 4 Prouuciion OF 65, 696.- 
000 bushels of corn. If realized, this 
will be the highest production for the 


state since 1951 when €7,611,000 bushels 
(See 


HOORN TA Pa gesn37 


THREE ELECTIONS 
CALLED JULY 23 


If you grow flue-cured tobacco or 
peanuts, draw a ring around July 23 on 
your calendar to remind you to go vote. 
Three referendums for farmers will be 
held that day: 

1. On continuing flue-cured tobacco 
marketings quotas -- for one year or 


Bidens three years. 


TT eA LeU en hota e os BOL eS 
years an assessment of 10 cents an acre 
to maintain the flue-cured export pro- 
motional program of tobacco Associates, 
Ines 


3. On increasing and continuing 


for. three years ther‘ Pennies to pro- 
mote Peanuts’’ assessment. [It is pro- 
posed to raise the assessment from one 


-to two cents per 100 pounds of peanuts. 


RALE!GH> Ni“"C. 


SECOND LARGEST TAR HEEL 
FLUE-CURED CROP IN PROSPECT 


Based on reports from growers as 
of July 1, prospects are for a Tar Heel 
flue-cured crop of 958,900,000 pounds. 
Such a crop would be the second largest 
of record,: being excdeded only by the 
1951 crop of 978,375,000 pounds from 
foo wu PaCLeSs. 

A crop of 958,900,000 pounds would 
be 69 million pounds or g percent above 
the 1954 flue-cured crop of 889,490,000 
pounds. |; Prospective increased per-acre 
yields account for the larger crop this 
year, Since the estimated North Carolina 
flue-cured acreage for harvest at 655,- 
HOO acres, 1S>,31,.000.acres; below, Jast 
years, A iilue-cured crop: 0f.958,900,- 
000 pounds would result in an average 
Pei tak, Abo oOUundsS. Der acre. . Tbis 
comeares with the previous record flue- 
cured yield of. 1,341. pounds set in 1950. 

The 1955 flue-cured crop was trans- 
planted to fields later than usual owing 
to freeze damage to plant beds on March 
26. Cool weather and dry soils during 
the transplanting season increased re- 
setting requirements and the crop start- 
ed off much more irregular than usual. 
The crop made normal growth until the 
niddle.of: June, with no ,area ot the 
Sra tGaWwi Un S01.bo SS bOL GRCILIOL Vetry. aL0 
approach droughty conditions. Rains 
which fell over most of the flue-cured 
area on June 19 were sufficient to 
‘* green up’’ lower leaves and delay 
harvesting. With the exception of parts 
of the Type 1l Belt, temperatures and 
Pavia ud LOS oo ot fe to te lala bth 
were ideal for optimum plant growth 
and development. With favorable temper- 
Aclires and-almost. mdesl rainfalir irom 
the standpoint of amount and frequency, 
the crop made unusually fast growth the 
last half of-June. 

The yield and production forecast 


(See "TOBACCO" page 2) 


TOBACCO (Continued) 


for North Carolina by flue-cured types, 
as of July 1, is as follows: 

Type 11 (Middle and Old Belt): 
Type 1l production is estimated at 
325,125,000 pounds from 255,000 acres 
for an average yield of 1,275 pounds. 
This is 27,205,000 pounds or 9 percent 
above production last year. As usual, 
the crop is less advanced than Types 
12 and 13 and dry weather prior to July 
1 over parts of this area slowed plant 
growth. 

Type 12 ( Eastern or New Bright 
Belt): Production of Type 12 tobacco 
(all produced in North Carolina) is es- 
timated at 507,200,000 pounds from 317,- 
000 acres for an average yield of 1,600 
pounds per acre. This is the second 
highest production of record for Type 
12, being exceeded only the record 1951 
crop Of 510,860,00M pounds. If current 
prospects materialize, the 1955 crop 
will exceed the 1954 crop of 477,620,000 
pounds by 6 percent. The currently es- 
timated yield of 1,600 pounds exceeds 
the previous record 1954 yield by 170 
pounds. 

Type 13 (Border Belt): Type 13 
production in North Carolina is estimat- 
ed at 126,575,000 pounds from 83,000 
acres for an average yield of 1,525 
pounds. This is the highest yield of 
record and second only to the 1951 
record production of 127, 420,000 pounds. 

The total vu. S. flue-cured crop is 
estimated at 1,412,478,000 pounds. This 
is 98,071,000 Pounds or 7 percent more 
than the 1954 crop of 1,314, 407,000 
pounds. 

Type 31 (Burley-Light Air-Cured): 
The current North Carolina burley crop 
is estimated at 20,085,000 pounds from 


10,300 acres for an average yield of 
This compares with pro-| 
duction of 24,384,000 pounds and yield 


1,950 pounds. 


of 1,920 pounds last year. 


JUNE EGG PRODUCTION DOWN 


Egg Production during June 1955 
is estimated at 127 million, 10 per- 
cent above the June 1954 production and 
12 percent below May 1955 production of 
145 million eggs. A decline from May to 
June is a usual trend. 

Layers on N. C. farms during June 
1955 was placed at 7,640,000 thousand, a 
decline of 342 ‘thousand from May 1955; 
and 132 thousand above June 1954. 


COTTON( Continued) 


Cool days and nights’ throughout 
most of May and June have not been favor- 
able to the cotton crop. Stands were re- 
ported to be spotted, and plant growth 
has been retarded by the below normal 
temperatures. However, the crop ap- 
peared to be making favorable response to 
warmer weather in late June and early 
July. Infestations of insects have been 
comparatively light. 

The first production forecast of 
the 1955 season will be released on Au- 
gust 8. 

Acreage of cotton in cultivation on 
July 1 for the Country as a whole was 
estimated at 17,096,000 acres -- 13.6 
percent less than the 19,791,000 acres 
in cultivation on July 1 last year and 25 
percent below the 10-year average of 22,- 
763,000 dcres. 


COTTON REPORT 


AS OF JULY 1, 1955 


Average 
. Aband 
1945-54* 


e 


e 


mom oo O-1OrVNwQ Pp OM 
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* Sums of acreage for "Other States" 
rounded to thousands for inclusion 
in United totals, 


Acreage > 
in Cultivation July 1 


CORN( Continued) 


were produced. The 1955 forecast of 65, - 
696,000 bushels would be about 29 percent 
more production than the 50,784,000 bu- 
shels produced in the drought-stricken 
year 1954. 

The prospective yield per acre for 
the 1955 crop is indicated at 32 bushels. 
If realized, the yield will be the second 
highest of record and the highest since 
1950. The record yield of 33 bushels was 
set in 1950. The 1954 yield was 24.0 bu- 
shels per acre. The increased acreage 
planted with hybrid seed and generally 
favorable weather conditions are contri- 
buting factors for the near record yield. 
About 60 percent of this year’s acreage 
was planted with hybrid seed, compared 
with 46.5 percent in 1954. 

The corn acreage for harvest in 1955 
is estimated to be 2,053,000 acres, which 
is 3 percent below the acreage harvested 
in 1954. 

The state’s corn crop is mostly in 
excellent condition and is in--or near-- 
the tasseling and silking stage of matur- 
ity. Tot ye t. 


color is extremely good in all districts 
excepting a few areas in the northern and 
central Piedmont districts. Stands are 
mostly good and, with another general 
rain, most of the acreage should come 
through with a much higher than average 
yield. 


APPLE CROP NEAR FAILURE 


The first forecast of the season for 
commercial apple production in North Caro- 
lina is for a crop of only 40,000 bush- 
els -- approximately two percent as large 


as the 1,900,000 bushels harvested in 


1954. 

For all practical purposes this 
year’s crop was completely destroyed by 
the severe freeze of late March. Reports 
from commercial producing areas indicate 
that later blooming varieties set a very 
light crop in some of the better pro- 
tected orchards. In most of the orchards, 
however, trees were in full bloom, or buds 
were swollen at the time of the freeze. 
Losses in such cases were complete. 

For the United States as a whole, 
production of commercial apples is fore- 
cast at 105,560,000 bushels -- only four 
percent below production of 109, 512,000 
produced in 1954. 


there has been suffi-. 
cient moisture for a good growth and the. 


HAY PROSPECTS ABOVE 1954 


Based on condition reports from 
growers as of July 1 production from 
the 1955 hay crop is forecast at 1,111,- 
000 tons from an estimated 1,099,000 
acres for harvest. The above produc- 
tion, if realized, would be 3 percent 
above the short 1954 crop when 1,081, - 
000 tons were produced from 1,130,000 
acres. The all-hay yield of 1.01 tons 
per acre is about 5 percent above last 
year and about equals the 10-year av- 
erage of 1,02 tons per acre. 

Alfalfa and Clover-Timothy hay 
yield and production prospects are bet- 
ter than their final outcome last year 
although slightly below average. Les- 
pedeza is the primary hay crop, with 
yield prospects poor and production is eX- 
pected to be considerably below last 
year and the 10-year average. This 
crop was damaged by the severe drought 
of last fall and the freeze damage dur- 
ing late March. For soybeans and pea- 
nuts, stands and growth are about av- 
erage. The harvesting of hays from 
small grains planted last fall and dur- 
ing the spring of 1955 is complete. 
Yields were higher than in 1954 and 
considerably above average. 


BARLEY PRODUCTION DOWN 


The 1955 North Carolina barley crop 
is forecast at 1,624,500 bushels. This 
is 313,500 bushels, or 16 percent below 
the record production of 1,938,000 bu- 
Shels in 1954. 

Growers are expected to harvest: 
57,000 acres in 1955. This is the same 
acreage aS was harvested in 1954, but 
about 18,000 acres above average. The 
average yield per acre for 1955 is fore- 
cast at 28.5 bushels compared with 34.0 
for 1954. The big decrease in average 
yield is attributed to the late March 
freeze damage and losses due to smut di- 
sease, 


RYE PRODUCTION UP SLIGHTLY 


The State’s 1955 rye crop is now 
estimated at 285,000 bushels. This 
compares with the 1954 crop of 270,000 
bushels and the 1953 crop of 232,000 
bushels. Yield per acre for this year 
is estimated at 15.0 bushels -- the 
same last year. 

Growers are expected to harvest 
19,000 acres for grain this year conm- 


. pared to 18,000 last year. 


ESTIMATED 


CROPS 


UNITED STATES 


ACREAGE. YIELD AND PRODUCTION OF CROPS, JULY 1.1955 WITH COMPARISONS 


UNIT ACREAGE (IN THOUSANDS) YIELD (IN UNITS) PRODUCTION (IN THOUSANDS) 


Average | Harvested| Indicated] Average Indicated| Average Indicated 

1944-53 1944-53 1944-53 1954 1955 
DOT er bereteccissts ois c= his'e 84, 675 1 O;O4S 13,080,115 2,964, 639| 3, 449, 667 
WhEAt eWINbEr se. so vc.c 3s 47,942 38, 636 867, 390 790, 737 663, 043 
Wheat Al eee Sec e 67, 656 aa 5 Be 1, 154, 073 969, 781 860, 331 
RVs acne ee <reis se) teca ints 0.8 6 39, 556 42515) eo2oeoae 1,499,579; 1,513, 498 
BEC UC Yetems tess tasoe sacle ia es. 10: 329 12,994 266, 918 370, 126 384, 397 
RYE Ate erect ares soars 8 1,740 1,718 21, 097 23, 688 27, 245 
TOBACCO: Flue-Cured... 1, 046-67 Le 04222 1h 2467 1,314, 407| 1,412,478 
Burnley ee ini: 454.5 420.9 576, 154 6674-172 501, 770 
AlLoTypes.e:. riot. 3 ie b66e1 2, 098, 738 2). 2068408102. 17 2ebi7 
CAG CONG fea tess ees e's: s " 
SOR RANE Tove eH EL Sens Pp ama _ = = 
Tris PouasaGOES, Alla«.. 401, 146 aDOp Gad 400, 335 
SWeebpotatoes: fica. ss 46,951 29, 880 BL ag is 
Soybeans, Alone All Purposes = 
Soybeans, For Beans.....ceee 7 
Peanuts, Alone All Purposes. e . :. 
Peanuts, Picked & Threshed.. | Lbs. 1,921,095 = 
FR Vor Beta: Sie gee Wi a aoe alee ov 102, 199 109, 184 
ASSL ESCLA cen tee te ote Sates. 537252 
Clover g& Timothy 2/... 20; Oat 
ESDP ORAs ec ates cee 6 6 oty 4,682 
Paseo weCOnd) LIONS. cn es oe oss 83 
Peachieaenll ort tr ae Bu. - - - - > 4/ 48,479 
Apples, Commercial 3/.. Bu. - - - - . 4/105, 560 
Pare ALG’. ais aco ote Bu. - - 5 ~ = 4/ 30,599 
Hg ey WE ea ay ee eee Tons . - | a == = F118 


Tf. MERESA TH CCULT I VaT LON gus y of. 
2/ Excludes Sweet Clover and Lespedeza Hay. 


3/ Estimates of the commercial erop refer to total production of apples in commercial apple areas of each State. 


4/ For some States in certain years production 


includes some guantities unharvested on account of economic conditions. 


ESTIMATED ACREAGE, 


CROPS 


BOI, ld vtees . < 
Wheat, Winter.. 
JE 1S ars age weet eties 
Bay ey. are. we 
ALES | ate he gta's wate le 


UNIT 


NORTH CAROLINA 
YIELD AND PRODUCTION OF CROPS, JULY 1, 1955 


ACREAGE (IN THOUSANDS) 


Average 
| 1944-53 


2, 204 
410 
375 

38 
22 


Harvested 
1954 


POBACCOs = All... 


#t'y 01 Steg Prom ree 
EMD Gs LO tate a ot) 
TYRE oes se 
All Flue-Cured. 
Type 31, Burley 


YIELD (IN UNITS) 


WITH COMPARISONS. 
PRODUCTION (IN THOUSANDS) 


Cotton s/s oe ees 


Sorghum, 


Irish Potatoes, 
SVCCTPOLAtLOCS si ieicmeis 


ed Rae cgeopy ap 


All. 


Soybeans, 
Soybeans, 
Peanuts, 
Peanuts, 


Alone All Purposes. 
Pad ee BO SINSc orucn. chen Se 
Alone All Purposes... 
Picked and Threshed, 


Hay 


Pasture, 


Peaches, 
Apples, 
Pears, 

Grapes, 


pe 
Ss 
3 


4/ 


UR M2 a Ab oe oe ae ee 
Clover and Timothy 2/. 
Oil Wel tel Atacers cis. c's Boe ae es 


LespedeZa...ece 


Mere Sela Cui. tVatlongJuly 3: 
Excludes sweetc/lover 
1955 crop almost a complete failure because of spring freeze, . 


Conds tion. <: 


Plea. We. as ie 
Commercial 4/. 
Le oe eee ee 
dE 


and lespedeza hay. 


iS too small to warrant @ forecast at this time. 


Indicated }| Average Indicated | Average Indicated 
1955 1944-53 1954 1955 
F2, 641 50, 784 65, 696 
1, 148 7,436 6, 804 
} id ae 20,3977 18, 480 
1, 108 1, 938 1,624 
274 270 285 
855, 264 | 913, 874 | 978,985 
| 304, 066 | 297,920 | 325, 125 
428,016 | 477,620 | 507, 200 
105, 346 | 113,950 | 126,575 
837, 428 | 889, 490 | 958, 900 
17, 835 24, 384 | 20,085 
8, 508 5, 889 6, 720 
5, 690 3,999 4,725 
207 -142> | 2515980 - 
1, 266 1,081 oak 
110 101 106 
87 121 152 
539 397 333 
79 ‘el 719 
1,742 1140 a fi 
Lee 1,900 40 
164 t20 af 
a Zo5 aro 


A few peaches maybe produced 


Estimates of commercial crop refer to total production in commercial apple areas, 


but prospective production 


IRISH POTATO PRODUCTION UP 


As of July 1, North Carolina po- 
tato production is set at 6,720,000 
bushels -- a 14 percent increase over 
the 1954 production. Lijetn ie. Dros 
duction is realized, it will give an 
average yield of 168 bushels per acre 
from the State’s 40,000 acres. The 
State yield in 1954 was 151 bushels 
per acre; thus the increased product- 
ion is attributed to higher yields 
per acre and a slightly higher acre- 
age, aS only 39,000 acres were har- 
vested in 1954. The higher yields 
reflect favorable weather during the 
maturing season and during the peak 
harvest season. 


SWEETPOTATO PRODUCTION 
EXPECTED TO BE UP 


A sweet potato crop of 4,725,000 
bushels for 1955 is estimated. on the 
basis of July 1-reports from Tarheel 
growers. Such a crop would be 18 per- 
cent or 726,000 bushels above the 1954 
production. Current prospects point 
to an average yield of 105 bushels per 
acre; if realized, this would be 12 
bushels above. 1954. 

It is estimated that North Caro- 
lina growers will harvest 45,000 acres 
of sweet potatoes this year -- 2,000 
acres above the 1954 harvested acreage 
but 11,000 acres below the ten year 
average acreage. 


* 


SOYBEAN ACREAGE DECLINES 


Reports from North Carolina pro- 
ducers indicate that they expect to har- 
vest 285,000 acres of soybeans for beans 
in 1955. Such an acreage would be 10,000 
acres smaller than the 295,000 acres har- 
vested in 1954, but nearly 12 percent a- 
bove the 1944-53 average. 

The acreage of soybeans planted a- 
lone this year at 423,000 -- four percent 
below the 441,000 acres planted in 1954, 
Unavailability of desired quantities of 
acceptable seed probably contributed to 
the reduction in seedings of soybeans for 
this year. 

The first forecast of soybean pro- 
duction will be published in August. 


MILK PRODUCTION 
DOWN 10 MILLION POUNDS 


Milk production on Tar Heel farms 
‘totaled 152 million pounds during June. 
This is 10 million pounds below May 
and 5 million pounds below June 1954. 


Use or feed grain during Aporil- 
September in the U. S. may be a /itt/le 
/arger this year than /ast, but a record 
carryover of feed grains Into 1955-56 is 
now practically assured. Indications are 
there will be around 38 million tons of 
old feed grains on hand next October /, 


GRAIN STOCKS ON FARMS, JULY 1, 1955 4/ 


Average 
1944-53 


Corn. dis anes 
WIGRUiris s & steele 
O8GB. fee ae coe 
Barley es 


YY wre eroe. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Average 
1954 1955 1944-53 1954 


Thousand Bushe/s 


UNITED STATES 


748, 628 989,833 938,034 
70, 908 99,038 38, 241 
225, 998 202, 778 249, 507 
39, 148 35, 290 44,041 
2,142 3, 589 3, 686 


8,909 » 3, 652 33, 130 


WEATHER SUMMARY, JUNE 1955 


High pressure centered inland over 
the north central or northeastern states 
controlled the weather over North Caro- 
lina during a considerable part of the 
month of June. This caused the predom- 
inant airflow to be from cooler and drier 
regions, so that both temperature and 
precipitation averaged below long-term 
averages for the month. There was large 
proportion of fair weather, and not as 
much thunderstorm activity as is common 
during hotter June weather, but several 
periods of rather general cloudiness and 
rain prevented it from being an outstand- 
ingly dry month, and the low average 
temperatures reduced the need for mois= 
ture. 

TEMPERATURES. This was one of the 
coolest Junes on record in North Carolina, 
in some places the coolest since 1887. 
Average temperatures over the State were 


about five degrees below long-term aver-. 


‘ages for June, making the month as un- 


usual for the time of year as was the 


unusual May of 1954. There was; however, 


no uncommonly cold weather; not even the 


highest mountain stations reported any 


freezing weather. The cool average was 
the result of temperatures consistently 
below normal, for almost every day of the 
month. Even on the few days when daytime 
temperatures climbed into the nineties, 
cool nights followed to give low average 
figures for the twenty-four hours. 
PRECIPITATION. Rain fell frequently 
enough during June in North Carolina, but 
amounts were usually light. This situ- 
ation, along with the cooler-than-usual 
weather, made the rain that did fall last 


longer than is the case when it comes 


Aown in heavy showers between hot, dry 
days. Many places had rain on at least 
half the days of the month, and yet had 
total amounts which fell _ considerably 
short of long-term average June amounts. 
Only a few places in the interior north- 
eastern counties had notably greater-thar 
average amounts; this was due to one or 
two moderately heavy thundershowers which 
fell in that part of the State. Compared 
with the record-dry June of 1954, this 
Tune was very well watered. 


INCHES OF RAINFALL, JUNE 1955 
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Rainfall data furnished 
By Dept. of Commerce 
Weather Bureau, Raleigh 
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SMALLEST N. C. WHEAT 
ACREAGE SINCE 1930 


Reports from growers as of July 1, 
indicate an average per acre yield of 
21.0 bushels of wheat in North Carolina. 
This is two bushels short of the record 
23.0 bushel yield of 1951 but is consid- 
erably better than was expected earlier 
in the season after the heavy freeze on 
March 2€., , 

Total production for 1955 is esti- 
mated at 6,804,000 bushels, which is 3.2 
percent under the 1944-53 ten-year aver- 
erage, and 8.5 percent short of the 7,- 
43€,000 bushels produced last year. 

Weather conditions for harvest 
been very favorable both from the stand- 
point of rainfall and temperature. Fkains 
were not prolonged enough in any area to 
iaterially delay harvest, and lodging has 
een less than normal. 

The estimated 


have 


324,000 acres har- 
‘rested this year, with the exception of 
ne ~2€5; 000 ‘acre’ crop. fareios0rw 1s “the 
mallest Since 1867. 
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SORGHUM SEEDINGS 


AT NEW RECORD HIGH 


The total of 143,000 acres of all 
sorghums seeded in North Carolina for 
harvest in 1955 is 30 percent above the 
previous record of 110,000 acres seeded 
in 1954. 

Seedings of sorghums in the state 
have expanded rapidly in recent years, 
and this crop is already a major source 
of grain in a few southern Piedmont 
counties. AS recently as 1951 there 
were only 50,000 acres of sorghums 
DVanved in. DNeISteates Thi sscrop has 
cainedy ine favor due "Largely “to its 
resistance to droughty conditions which 
have prevailed in varying degrees over 
the past four years. Acreage increases 
are reported for this year, not only 
in the southern Piedmont counties but 


in practically all areas vot (the stare, 
The first forecast of sorghum grain 
production will be published in August. 


